
Abstract:  A survey of U.S. geographical locations re-
veals that many elements have been used to name 
towns. The origin and chemical significance of the 
naming is reported. 
 
It is well-known that some U.S. towns have unusual names. 

Notables might include:  Santa Claus, Ind.,  Rabbit Hash, 

Ky., Okay, Okla., George, Wash., and Sandwich, Ill.  

Chemical terms, too, are perhaps surprisingly well repre-

sented with many towns named after minerals, elements, or 

various chemical concepts.  A few examples are shown in 

Table 1 (1). 

 

 
 Table 1. Some U.S. towns with chemical names  
 
The names of common metals, such as silver, gold, and cop-

per, have also been used in various forms to name hundreds 

of towns from coast to coast. Thousands more geographical 

locations (lakes, creeks, rivers, valleys, bays, etc.)  include 

elements in their names (e.g. Iodine Creek, Idaho,  Alumi-

num Pond, N.Y.,  Uranium Peak, Colo.,  Mercury Lake,  

Miss.). While many towns obviously derive their name from 

regional mineral or metal deposits, others have been  named 

for non-mineralogical reasons.  

 

We present here a list of U.S. towns having names based on 

the chemical elements (1-3). While the focus is on towns 

with single word element names such as Carbon and Gold,  

rather than Carbon Hill or Gold Valley, a few of the latter 

type have been included due to their interesting chemical or 

mineral history.  Some of these towns are now deserted and 

no longer the thriving mining towns of yesteryear, but many 

can still be found on a  U.S. road atlas although they may not 

be listed in the index. Information for some towns is scarce, 

but references to online sources have been provided where 

available. 

 

Teachers may find the list below a convenient starting point 

for student projects to further investigate these and other 

similarly named areas in their region.  Many other sources 

are available for students to research towns or other areas 

with chemical names. A quick scan of a standard U.S. road 

Atlas index (Rand McNally, 2005) revealed the towns of  

Saline, Mich.,  Nitro, W.Va.,  Limestone, Ala., Bauxite, 

Ark., Galena, Ill., and Gypsum, Kans. Local museums and 

historical societies, often accessible online, could provide 

additional information. The U.S. Board on Geographic 

Names site (1) has an extensive and searchable database for 

finding locations by name. For example, an online search 

produced some 2,000 locations with ñgoldò in their names. 

Interesting student projects might include locating towns 

(and other areas) in a schoolôs county, state or region with 

chemical names, determining  which names reflect local 

geological resources,  describing the chemistry behind the 
mineralogical extraction and refinement, and to explain the 

economic and environmental impact on the town or region. 

Alloy, W. Va. Crystal, N.D. Ozone, Ark. 

Acid, Mo. Electron, Wash. Potash, Ala. 

Alkali, Nev. Ether, N.C. Phosphate, Tenn. 

Alum, Tex. Faraday, W. Va. Pyrites, N.Y. 

Calcite, Mich. Gasoline, Tex. Silica, Minn. 

Cyanide, Mont. Ion, Ia. Sugar, Colo. 

Carbonate, S.D. Kelvin, N.D. Water, Mo. 

Graphite, N.Y. Nitrate, Mont. Zirconia, N.C.  

Antimony, Utah.  Settled in 1873 by cattlemen, the town was 

first called Coyote. In 1880, the mineral stibnite (Sb2S3) was 

discovered and its antimony was used to make bullets and  

Fig 1. Sign on mercantile building in Antimony, located about an 
hour from Bryce Canyon, Zions Canyon, the Grand Canyon, Capi-
tol Reef, Arches, Monument Valley, Canyonlands, and Lake Pow-
ell (photo: Lynn Sessions)  

 

arrowheads.  Mines opened, and by 1916 more than 200 set-

tlers discovered and its antimony was used to make bullets 

and arrowheads.  Mines opened, and by 1916 more than 200 

settlers were employed in mining and smelting operations. 

The name was changed to Antimony in 1920. Located in 

northern Garfield County, 40 miles north of Bryce Canyon, it 

was once the home of outlaw Butch Cassidy. Today, Anti-

mony (Figure 1) is a quiet ranching and vacation community 

(4). 
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Arsenic Tubs, Arizona.  Located on the San Carlos Apache 

Reservation in Graham County. Arsenic Tubs is named for 

the mineral hot springs containing ñvarying amounts of arse-

nic, barium, cadmium, fluoride, copper, iron, zinc, mercury 

and several other beneficial mineralsò and the naturally oc-

curring ñtubsò in the local rocks (5). 

 

Barium Springs, North Carolina.  Located about 40 miles 

north of Charlotte, the first settlers to explore the area in 1775 

discovered several mineral springs, the largest containing 

barium salts. At first it was known as Poison Springs, since 

cattle refused to drink the water. The water was first analyzed 

in the late 1890's and found to contain  ñ17 Troy grains (~1.1 

grams) per United States gallon of barium sulphate and chlo-

ride, phosphoric acid, and ironò and a  company formed to 

market what was believed to be ñhealthyò water from the 

barium spring. The company called itself  "The Great Human 

Repair Shop" and shipped its Barium Rock Water throughout 

America and across the Atlantic, and continued to do so until 

the end of World War I (6). The campus of the Barium 

Springs Childrenôs Home (Figure 2) encompasses almost all 

of the current town.  

Fig 2. Sign for Barium Springs Childrenôs Home which offers a 
safe and nurturing family life for children in need of care (photo: 
Nicole Miller)  
 

Boron, California.  The town of Boron (Figure 3) can be tra 

ced to the discovery of borax deposits in 1872 in Californiaôs 

Death Valley. The Pacific Coast Borax company (renamed U. 

S. Borax) used teams of twenty mules to haul wagon loads of 

borax through the remote desert. The region supplies nearly 

half the worldôs demand for refined borates.  The name Bo-

ron was adopted in 1940.  The 2000 movie Erin Brockovich 

was filmed in Boron (7).  

 

Bromide, Oklahoma. A gathering place for early Native 

American tribes due to its ñhealing waters,ò the area was dis-

covered by Judge W. H. Jackson in the early 1900s and ini-

tially named after his daughter.  Renamed Bromide (Figure 4) 

in 1906, it soon became a prosperous health resort.  Bath-

houses and swimming pools filled with mineral waters at-

tracted tourists up until 1930 when the town de 
 

Fig 3. Welcome sign to Boron (photo: Randy Smith, Boron 
Chamber of Commerce)  

 

clined. Today, Bromide is home to about a hundred residents. 

The mineral springs are now closed to the public and are on 

private property (8). 

Fig 4. New  water tower in Bromide (photo: Wayne Mitchell)  

 
 

Fig 5. Sign leading to Calcium (photo: Mark White)  

 

Calcium, New York.  A small, unincorporated hamlet in 

Jefferson County with a current population of around  3,000 

(Figure 5). However the town was not always called Calcium  


